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Move It!

A collection of exhibits investigating the nature of Motion
YOUR CITY (TX) – Where can you create a picture simply by waving a magic wand, effortlessly roll square wheels, or balance a beach ball in mid-air? The answer lies in “Move It”, the first-ever installment of ExploraZone®, opening in October 2005 at YOUR Museum.

The innovative exhibition, designed to make science, math and technology engaging, exciting and fun, will feature 18 hands-on displays created by San Francisco’s Exploratorium. This new set of ExploraZone exhibits, the first round in a three-year partnership between YOUR Museum, Fort Worth Museum of Science and History, and the Exploratorium, focuses on the fascinating nature of motion and illusion.

There's really no magic at work in the Magic Wand – A lens in a projector produces a real image in space and waving the wand provides a surface on which the image can reflect. Persistence of vision – the eye's capacity to retain an image for a short period of time – lets visitors see the individual reflections from the stick as one complete picture. Strobe Flower also illustrates the dynamics of motion. By twirling a small scrap of semi-translucent plastic grocery bag in front of a blank strobing computer screen, visitors create delicate and intricate shapes reminiscent of flowers and insects. Varying the motor's speed and touching the twirling shapes, visitors are able to adjust the "flower" into and out of phase with the computer screen's strobing frequency. The resulting "flowers" are both ghostly and beautiful as they spin unpredictable patterns of shape and color. 
How can you effortlessly roll wheels that are squares? Curves and bumps combine with math in motion to make Square Wheels possible! The bumps are carefully designed flat catenary curves, which exactly match the sides of the wheel in length. Amazingly, the axle of the wheel does not move, and extensive graphics are provided in English and Spanish to explain the science behind each of these exhibits. The Move It! exhibition will also feature: Rope Squirter, Pendulum Snake, Gravity Well, Spinners, and Bouncing Ball. All will be on display through Fall 2006.

Recognizing the importance of engaging, educational exhibits, YOUR Museum has recently entered into a partnership with the Exploratorium, Fort Worth Museum of Science and History, Discovery Science Place, Tyler, and Science Spectrum, Lubbock. This five-way partnership, known as the Texas Network for Exhibit-based Teaching (TexNET), is the first multi-museum collaboration of its kind. The Exploratorium has single partnerships with the Exploradome in Paris, France, Museo Sol del Nino in Mexicali, Mexico, and ten additional U.S. science centers. Founded in 1969 by Dr. Frank Oppenheimer, the museum has been described as “a learning lab open to the public,” and has an international reputation for providing innovative, interactive learning for all ages.

The YOUR Museum is located at 1234 Main Street, YOUR CITY, TX. The museum is open Monday through Friday 1 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Saturday 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.. Exhibit admission is $X.XX for adults, $X.XX for seniors, and $X.XX for children 3-12. Children under 3 are admitted free. For more information call (956) 728-0404 or go to www.YOURMUSEUM.org.
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