
Tinkering Internship 
 
 
INTERNSHIP SUMMARY 
The Exploratorium is looking for an energetic Tinkering Intern. An internship at the Exploratorium 
is a learning experience with the opportunity to be heard, to challenge yourself, and to play a 
critical role in driving innovative projects that further our mission to transform learning worldwide. 
 
Tinkering Studio (TS) internships last 6-8 weeks and focus on a few core projects over that time. 
What interns do will change daily, but they can expect a mix of floor facilitation in the Tinkering 
Studio; activity prototyping and R&D in the Learning Studio; conversations with TS staff around 
shared interests; participation in team meetings and brainstorming sessions; and opportunities to 
reflect on, blog about, and document the things they discover during their time with us.  
 
EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVE 
Upon completing the internship, the intern will be able to: 

● Deepen tinkering facilitation skills through practice and reflection. 
● Participate in tinkering activity development, and practice research and documentation 

skills. 
● Learn to use new tools (such as laser cutters, drills, saws, etc.) as part of the activity 

development process. 
● Develop a “tinkerer’s mindset” of playful approaches to learning that combine art and 

science.  
 
REQUIREMENTS 

● Strong interest in maker centered learning or playful approaches to education. 
● Commitment to following learners’ pathways when facilitating. 
● Interest in building educational materials or making examples as part of the activity 

research and development process.  
● Exceptional interpersonal, verbal and written communication skills. 
● Strong work ethic; highly organized with the ability to set priorities. 
● Intellectual curiosity and commitment to continuous improvement. 
● Must be currently enrolled in a degree granting program (at the undergraduate or graduate 

level) at the time of your internship and studying education, science, art, museum studies, or 
a related field.  

 
QUALIFICATIONS 

● Experience leading hands-on activities for youth or adults in camps, afterschool programs, 
classrooms, libraries, museums, or other educational environments. 

● Fluency in written and spoken English; bilingual is a plus. 
● Experience working in a team atmosphere and leadership roles. 

 
INTERNSHIP LOGISTICS 

● 6-8 weeks; 25-30 hours per week. Weekly schedule is flexible within the hours of 9:30 A.M. 
and 5 P.M. Mon - Fri, with opportunity for Thursday evenings and weekends. 

● This internship is unpaid and eligible for school credit. 
 

 



ABOUT US 
Located in San Francisco, California, the Exploratorium is a museum and public learning laboratory 
exploring the world through science, art, and human perception. Our mission is to create 
inquiry-based experiences that transform learning worldwide. Our vision is a world where people 
think for themselves and can confidently ask questions, question answers, and understand the 
world around them. 
 
TO APPLY 
Visit https://www.exploratorium.edu/support/volunteer and fill out an Internship Application Form. 
The application period for this is rolling until filled. 
 

https://www.exploratorium.edu/support/volunteer

